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the next life, in order to be good in this. Thus even for
other-worldliness, the liberal uses a pragmatic, mundane
criterion. But he seldom believes in the dkhirah at all.
Usually he does not think about Heaven (and almost never
about Hell), and it disappears through neglect. If asked,
he says that he believes; but he is asked with decreasing
frequency. Explicit repudiation of another world, however,
is proper only to the socialist.
Another aspect of the growing conservatism of present-
day liberal Islam, is that communalism grows. Where the
essence of Islam was said to be the service of mankind,,it is
now said to be the service of the Muslim community. Co-
hesion is more important than tawhid. Hinduism " is a
mass of superstition and immoral usages ... T ... Hinduism
is a deadly conservatism ... In the interests of a larger
humanity, therefore, it is necessary that Hinduism should be
abolished "77.
The attitude to the West is instructive. Blatantly since
the World Economic Depression, Western capitalism is
decadent and bad. The lesson to be learned from this is
to pass on from capitalism (and liberalism) to socialism.
But the lesson which is instead being taught is to revert
from Western liberalism to a Muslim liberalism; or, if
that will not suffice, to a Muslim conservatism. The ob-
vious collapse of the West is used for an attack on secu-
larism or Christianity, not on capitalism; the' argument
against Christianity is, especially since the outbreak of a
second world war, practically complete. And the Muslim
conservatives feast on proofs of the superiority of Islam
over the * westernization' which seemed to them to sum
up the irreligious liberal tendency of the modern youth. The
young Muslim who thinks of leaving the old Islam for the
brave new world that he discovers in the universities, at the
cinema, and in his part in the business world, is threatened
with all the horrors of the modern West, unless he go back
to the culture of the Islamic past.
There was a time when nothing pleased Islamic liberal-
ism so much as Western applause. Carlyle's essay on